The Ultimate Ontario Tackle Box Checklist

Rods & Reels
I:l Medium-action spinning rod 6'6"—7"' with 2500-3000 spinning reel (do-it-all setup)
I:l Ultralight rod 4'6"-5'6" for trout and panfish
I:l Medium-heavy 7' rod for pike and walleye jigging

|:| Fly rod (optional) for steelhead and river trout

Line
I:l Monofilament 8—10 Ib (versatile starting line)
|:| Braided line 20-30 Ib (pike, muskie, heavy cover)
|:| Fluorocarbon leader 12-15 Ib (with braid, prevents bite-offs)

I:l Fluorocarbon main line 10-12 Ib (finesse: drop shot, jigs)

Hooks
|:| Sizes 8-10 — panfish (perch, crappie, bluegill)
I:l Sizes 4-2 — walleye (jigs, harnesses, live bait rigs)
I:l Sizes 1/0-3/0 — bass and pike
I:l Circle hooks size 2-2/0 — live bait, safer releases

|:| Pliers for crimping barbs (required in some parks/waters)

Sinkers & Weights
I:l Split shot BB to 3/8 oz
I:l Bell or egg sinkers 1/4 to 1 oz

|:| Non-lead alternatives (tin / bismuth / steel / tungsten) — required in national parks & wildlife areas

Lures

I:l Inline spinners (panfish through muskie)
I:l Spinner harnesses for walleye, pike, perch
I:l Jigs 1/8-3/8 oz in white, chartreuse, black

I:l Spoons (pike over weeds, lake trout)
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